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, in regard to the | | 


Tact’ mr eger: “As the Mayor ports: 


ont, the expediency of ever undertaking 
that ‘enterprise has long passed’ out ofthe 
arena of controversy.’ If the City has made 
‘a-bad bargain, the shortest way out of it is 
to pay the conttibutions needed to. finish 
the bridge, and look to the ‘tolls for the 
money needed to "pay the interest: ‘on the 
debt. For its proportion of: that in 


charge, and for the redemption of its share | 
‘of the debt, the City is liable, whether the 


bridge ‘be fitished: or not,-and the in- 
terminable delays.~-which have already 
resulted from. the factious opposition 
of Mr. Kerty.. have simply “resulted 
in the ‘throwing . away . of a“ great 
deal of money by, putting ‘back the time 
-when the bridge shall becomea prpductive 
‘investment. ‘Further delay at this particu- 
lar juncture would be monstrously  expen- 
sive, because it’ would require the surrender 
of contracts made when materials were only 
half the price they now. aré, besides . in- 
creasing: the unproductive outlay for the 
maintenance of the permanent: staff and for 
interest. A million and a half of ‘dollars is 
altogether. too much’ to sacrifice for the 
gratification of the personal and political 
spite of Jouw Keuty, and if there be either 
sanity or independence’ left in the Tamma- 
ny-Republican ¢ombination in the Board of 
Aldermen, the Mayor’s veto of the recent 
resolution will be sustained. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ 
POLITICAL . ASSESSMENTS. 


Gen. Burizer, of ‘South Carolina, who 
holds his seat in the Senate by virtue of an 
election which was a gross violation of dem- 
ocratic principles, is extremely exercised in 
his mind in regard to the evil of political 
assessments. He yesterday reported to the 
Senate a bill for the suppression of this evil. 
It is sweeping; as might be expected from a 


gentleman who, having * profited by ‘a. 


form of oppression in- comparison © with 
which such assessments are trivial, seeks to 
coyer his reputation by denouncing “‘ sins 
he’s not: inclined to,” or ‘which he feels 
no ‘need to commit, Doubtless, Mr. Bur- 
LER’ssentiment on this subject will be shared 
by his virtuous political associates, Nothing 
can 6xceed the horror which: a Democratic 
politician feels for stich contributions im- 


posed for the intergst of the ‘Republican. 


Party, unless it be the complacency with 
which he regards them whén'they are to be 
turned into a Democratic campaign fund 
The Democracy being in the majority at 
present, very naturally are willing to pro- 
hibit assessments. Should: they ain the 
Presidency and retain the Congress, they 
ean either repeal the prohibition, or quict- 
ly disregard it. One or the other they 
would be'aure to do. The. idea of sucha 


law fairly enforced. by a° Democratic Ad- ' 


ministration is absurd. At present, also, 
they. probably imagine, and . not without 
reason, that such a lew. would obtain the 
President’s signature. In principle, Mr. 
HAvEs is committed to it, and, unless it be 
made too ridiculously: crude and unwork- 
able, he would hardly find any valid objec- 
tion to assign against it. 

The palpable hypacrisy of stich a measure 
froma party whieh has never known the 
faintest respect for the principle on which 
it is based, is, however, no reason why it 
should not be judged Onits merits. “If it 
be a sensible measure, and one that would 
really reach the undoubted evil ‘against 
which it .is directed, we should accept it 
with gratitude that in. the strange turnings 
of politics good can sometimes be got from 
such @ source, But, as a matter. of 
fact,. the law - owould not be © worth 
the -paper it is printed’ on. Political 
assessments, in one form or another, in less 


degree, perhaps, at some -times’ than at 


others,! will always be levied ‘and paid ‘so 


per employment under the Government 


is regarded asa part of the spoils of party 


‘yietory. . Employes ‘who -know that’ they 


got th ae ‘places “by political «influence, 
only keep. them. by the 

ey the . same . moans, “;will pay 
much of their salariés as they think ne- 
cossary to secure thst influence, The prac- 
tice isa wrong upon the public, utterly in- 
with any. ‘relation be- 

the employe, and 


en Bae 4a ney 


LLY and his dummies | ¢ 


> probe em by | 
law or’ ‘by Secascoditeat ‘The employe | 


who knew that. his position was secure 80 


long as he did his work well,. would payor |. 


refuse to contributé money to help his party, 


according to his own preference, and. it 


would make not the slightest difference 
to the public which he + did. 
whatever. point. any. improvement ‘in 


the service is suggested,” it always | 


turns. out that nothing permanently good 
can be had, except from a radical reform, 
Of course; itis idle to hope that the Demo- 
eratic majority will do anything for such a 


From. 


reform, snd the prospect isnot mach more’ 


cheerful from the Republican side, But 
whenever the question -of abolishing par- 
ticularevils comes up, it is well for the pub- 
lio, to be reminded of the conditions -on 
which any real improvement can be had, 
 - 





THE MISSION OF M, DE LESSEPS. 
The simultaneous arrival of M. De Les- 


BEPs and of the ‘report of the commission 


of experts. who have been examining the 
route of the Panama Canal will doubtless 
produce, for s time, a keener interest inthat 


gigantic project than it has hitherto excited, . 


if not decidedly more than it deserves, M. 
Dez. Liesszps is of himself an interesting 
personality. His power of exciting en- 
thusiasm in others, his dash and 
energy at the age of 74, the pres- 
tige of his past achievements, especially in 
the construction of the Suez Canal, combine 
to make him an ,object of interest with a 
people who admire go ahead qualities. There 
is no reason why he shonld not be cordially 
received and. generously entertained,: for 
there are-plenty of people’ who will ‘find 
satisfaction in making a lion of him ata 
time When lions .for social exhibition are 
rather scarce. There is no reason why he 
should not have. every oppartunity to ex- 
periment with his personal magnetism upon 
the American public, and do his best:to-ex- 
cite their. enthusiasm for the. captivating 
scheme of uniting the two great oceans 
with the ligature of a ship canal at the isth- 
mus. Bot when he calls upon them. for 
subscriptions of ‘capital, he will probably 
find them:.a. very practical people, ‘with 
whom enthusiasm does not count for much 
in the making of canals. 

His ‘commission, after spending a fow 
weeks in making cross sections and borings 
ona fore-ordained line of communication, 
and reckoning up estimates of cost, have 
arrived at the comfortable conclusion that 


the canal can be made in about eight years, 


and at the cost of a little matter of a hun- 
dred'and'sixty-sight and a half million of 
dollars: . Mr.. Dirxs, the .eminent Dutch 
engineer, has. testified to his belief in 
the feasibility of the plan, and so, perhaps, 
M. De Lesseps fancies that there is plain 
sailing before him. But there is one little 
question which. still awaits anything like a 
definite answer, «Will the-thing pay? This 
is an obstinate interrogatory, that will not 
give ‘way before the genial Frenchman’s 
magnetism, .or be cwamped by the 
enthusiasm generated at banquets or. pub- 
lic . meetings. It is a ‘matter .of hard 
calculation, and unless itis satisfactorily 
answered, the desired capital will not be 


forthcoming. , The origin of the canal. proj- 


ect is not forgotten ; the influences that 
carried the. Paris:Congress of last May to a 
eut-and-dried . conclusion ‘are well remem- 
bered,and. ‘the pitiful response: when sub- 
scriptions were afterward invited, is still 
in’ the public mind. The visit of the great 


_ projector-to the isthmus, the hasty examina- 


tion ofthe ground, the favorable report, 
and the triumphal progress now proposed 
to the financial centres of the different see- 
tions of. this-country, are all parts of & 
programme deliberately. adopted to put 
new life into a still-born' project: 

The real difficulty to be overcome, in this 
country: as well as abroad, is that of raising 
money... While our people have hitherto 
believed that ‘an ‘interoceanic: canal was 
moré ‘practicable and more: desirable» at 
Nicaragua than at Panama, we do not bée- 
lieve that they have any serious objection, 
to a French, fompany constructing one at’ 
the latter ‘place if it can. . If it can 
raise'the money and bring the appliances 
to. bear to open s water-way through the 
rocky wall of the Cordilleras at the narrow-* 
eat part of the ‘isthmus, why should they 
‘object, ‘so long as they are secured in a fair. 


share of the benefits at a reasonable price 7 | eye of the sage of Gramercy Park beheld 


i-th tip adh sr peer 5 gs abe onal gp 


‘that “State. ‘have 


point, we. observé, his anxiety is shared 


-with the New-York Tribune, which support-. 


ed Ti.DEN for Governor in 1874, and no-. 
body.in particular for Presidvat in 1876. 
Mr. TrDEN agrees with this alleged Repnb- 
lican newspaper in saying that it would be 
‘*a perfectly horrid thing” if any man 
should be elected to the Presidency.more 
‘than twice,’ 

While ‘the pure and candid Mr: Tiupex 
was, casting about him for a medium through 
which he could. communicate his fears re- 

specting the.nomination of Gen. Gaant for 
a third term, he.réceived an invitation to 
dine in Boston with the State Committee of 
the.regular, or anti-Butler, Democracy. He 
did ‘not. go, but he wrote a very able let- 
ter, in which he confided hie fear respect- 
ing the safety. of the Republic to the régn- 


‘lar Democracy of Massachusetts.” Asis 


pretty. well: known, the Democracy of 
been ~ divided... B, 

Fy Borner, who, is a. Republigan in 
Congress and a Democrat at home, and.al- 
ways @ eandidate for Governdr, has © the- 
Democratic. votes, while Mr. Jostan’ AB- 
Bort and his friends have the machine. 

The Abbott Democrats and the Butler Dem- 
ocrats were engaged in separate and distinct 
dinners, at separate. and distinct: Boston 
taverns, Jast Monday night, when: an en- 
thusiastic Butlerite, who had imbibed more 
hilled corn’ and milk than was good for 
him, .proposed. that they should go over 
to the other tavern and see what Judge Ap- 
BorT'r’s men had for dinner, "No sooner said 
than done, They were received with true 
Boston hospitality, and additional fish-balls 
were ordered all around. The spokesman 
of the Butlerites said that it was necessary 
that the Democracy of the Old Bay State 
should presenta united front against a 
common ° ‘enemy—meaning the dreadfal 
Grant.’ Judge ABBorT said that be could 
not take any responsibility. upon himself, 

buat hereally thought that something should 
be done to harmonize differences inthe 
Democratic Party.. More 4ish-balls were 
ordered, when. one of the Regular Demo- 
erates threw a wet: blanket on the fraternity 
and the conviviality by remarking that this 

was a private dinner-party, and ‘that’ the- 
diners had no power to consolidate the two- 
witigs of the party. Several convivialists 
tried to placate this irreconcilable grum- 
bier, who ‘was suspected of being s0- 
ber; and, availing himself of the momen- 
tary seonfision, Judge ApBorrT sought 
safety in flight, resigning the ¢hair to the 
Hon. Caas, Levi Woopsury.. Then, amid 
‘a dead silence, the alarming letter of S.J. 
TILDEN was read. ‘The writer said that 
WasHIncton was the originator of the tm- 
Written law against a third term. We have 
geen this «statement somewhere, before. 

Then Mr: TitpeEn, rising to the importance 
of the occasion} added that the Father - of 


his. Country invented’ this unwritten law 


for fear that“ indefinite re-eligibility would 
degenerate into a practical life-tenure,” 
which was putting the case very nicely 
indeed. Bat the Great Cipherer has abid- 
ing faith in the people; and he added 
that’ ‘inthe choice between »'the 
Republic. andthe Empire, we must believe 
that the people will be true to their ances- 
try and to. mankind,” We regret to say’ 
that these noble sentiments were received 
with a ‘blank apathy on the part. of the 
assembled. Deniocracy. of Massachusetts. 
‘Whether they had had too much of TrmpEn, 


-or too much fish-balls and hulled corn and 


milk does not appear. Bek they vetoves: Xe) 
be seared into applause, . ” 

ae Mr. T.paw hes'eo often, and for so many 
years, predieted that the country was going 
to the dogs, that it would seem slmost cruel 


to disappoint him. As long ago a the’ 
«Convention in Rochester, -in 


“1870, when the. excellent | TWEED,» then in 


the zenith’ of. his power, was a: delegate 
‘and a comrade with TinbEn, the prophetic 


and fostered by. th 
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The pilot was to. serve for one month, and 


atthe ‘end of that time wal to receive. a into an 


Bead to take/his place. This plan of licensing 


the pilot for one month only was designed | fr 


‘to enalile the junk-masters to get rid of an- 
incompetend pilot—the injunction, which 
in our day might be used for- such # purpose, 
| being at that time unknown, . 


., The first pilot apvointed in A ed ; 
“with the. Emperor’s decree was Ah Kno, 


‘an old sailor of great experience and probi- 
ty.. He was a very competent man, who 


‘knew the channel thoroughly, and*not » } 


‘yessel piloted by him was lost during the 
first month. At the expiration of that time 
‘his license was renewed, and he’ served a 
‘second month, and then announced that as 
he was growing old and wanted to spend 
‘the rest of ‘his life in peace, he should de- 
cline to.act as pilot any longer ; 

‘His successor did not give general. satis- 


faction, and his license, was not renewed, | 


The third pilot, Ah Yung, knew a good 
deal about his business, though he offended 
“many estimable junk ‘captains by his want } 
of respect for Joss, and he obtained a sec- 
ond license. . He was very anxious to be li- 
censed for a third month, but;*having lost a 
good. deal of the’ confidénce which was 
origitially felt'in his capacity as a pilot, he 
recognized the fact that the Emperor would 
not give him another renewal of his license. 
Ah Yung ‘therefore issued a proclamation 
announcing that he would never consent to 
actas pilot for three’ consecutive months. 
He requested his countrymen to take notice 
that the. venerable Ah Kno—whom. he bit- 
terly ‘hated, and was accustomed to 
eall’.a pompous old idiot—had set an 
example of serving for only two months, 
which it would: be -wieked not to observe. 
‘+ Hereafter,” said Ah Yung, ‘all - good 
pilots must observe the precedent estab- 
lished by the holy Ah Kno and the utterly 
humble ahd modest Ah Yung, and must re- 
fuse to have their licenses fenewor more 
than once.” 


Thus the precedent was established, and 
the Chinamen, with their curious preference 
of precedent to common sense, religiously 
observed it. The early pilots happened to 
be sailors who knew something of the chan- 
nel, but in the-conrse of time men who had 
never seeh the river and knew nothing of 
junk, aspired to be pilots for the sake ofthe 
fees. ‘The'Emperor was induced to appoint 
one. man a pilot. because he happened to 
liye:in a .provinee where it. was desirable 
that the local mandarins should be satisfied 
and the loyalty of the. people thereby 
strengthened; and another. man, “because 
hé happened to be a particularly good chess- 
player;andathird man for some equally 

ridicnlous reason. Of: course, these pilots 
knew nothing of: the busiziess when they 
were appointed. Some of . them. worked 
hard,‘and. by” the time» their “second 
month of service had’ expired, really 
knew .the channel. pretty well, . but 
as they could “not* be licensed for a 
third month—owing .to the sacred. ex- 
ample of Ah Kno and. Ah Yang—they 
ceased to be pilots just as they were becom- 
ing fit for the place. The consequence was 
that the Yang-tze-Kiang was lined” with 
wrecks,’ Incompetent pilots did infinite 
damage, and as all the merchants knew that 
at the end of every month it was probable 
thata new pilot who knew even less than 
his predecessor. would be appointed, they 


Zefased to'send jaunks up or down the.xiver 


during the early part of each pilot’s term, 
whereby businegs: suffered greatly, and the 
price of rats; dogs, and other necessaries of 
life rose to an alarming extent. 

\ ‘This continued until about the middle of 
last month, when one Ah’ Ming, wh had 
been # pilot for two months, some | 
ago, end had since that time resided in 
Pekin, returned to. King-too. The: pe 
‘captains, appalled by the number of wre 
Which were blocking up the river, ca 
Ah: Ming and besought Win ts appig Whtbe 
‘Emperor for'a new license. They said that 
all the captains agreed that he knew. more! $ 
about the channel than anybody else, and 
that they would feel entire confidence in | 
him if he: would consent to resume his old, 


station. As soon as.this fact beeame known | 


‘there was a tremendous ‘excitement 


"which will render anything 


strikes, of which 59 were in cotton or woolen mills 
and 34 in the shoe trade. . Thirty-two. of the strikes 
were among native operatives, and the remaining 


“It Gsnally is, the general fact being that osly 1 
out of 10 strikes. achieves jits sim. This’ would 
makeno difference, however, with laborers discon- 
tented from any cause, They seem to be wholly in- 
¢adable of reason. . They merely obey their passions 
and: prejudices, commonly embodied in some~ un- 
serupulous, turbulent leader whose interest. it is 
to foment trouble, and. whom, as they. are 
fond of: saying, they. vay to do. thelr 
thinking. Strikes: often resuit: in - consequences 
that cannot be anticipated. The strike of the Salis- 
bury (Mass.) mill hands in 1852 ia a good example 
of this. ‘The mills were employing almost exclusive 
ly Americans living in the town. who went to work 
atS A, M. and stopped at 7 P. M., having time for 
breakfast and dinner, and half an ‘hour extra ia the 
morning and. afternoon for luncheon. Some of the 
mill. managers charged that the half hour was used 
for gardening, errands, and the like, and was really 
stretched iato an hour. . The extra’ time was, there- 
fore, withdrawn at a day’s notices, which caused 
great excitement, ending ina strike. Attempts were 
made to compromise the matter; the mill-owners 
‘were obstinate, and the mill operatives. equally ob- 
stinate.’ WatrTize wrote resolutions. eloquently 


“denouncing the corporations; and many philanthro- 


pists were openly against them. Foreign. help was 
sought and readily obtained, and the town was in a 
little while filled ‘with Irish, and socontinues to this 
day. ‘The question of the manner in which half an 
hour was employed wholly changed tife complexion 
of the popalation. 


——————— 

Any. prospect’ of ‘a reduction in price of 
women’s wardrobes, whose eost has. so long been a 
serious tax on all save the richest families in the 
land, ig necessarily, of great interest to both sexee— 
to one sex because tacy may them buy more clothes ; 
to the other sex, because they have to pay the bills. 
The enormous profits*made by milliners, mantua- 
makers, and all persons engaged in the business of 
adorning women are notorious, and have been for 
‘years; and yet there has been no. apparent way to 
abate them. . Women who want to dress well always 
say that what is cheap is not tasteful, and that what 
is tasteful is not cheap; that style, in a word, must 
be paid for, particularly in America. Just now, how- 
ever, a co-operative plan, in contemplation here, 
in which many women of social prominence are con- 
cerned, promises to do away with the exorbitant 
rates without diminishing the elegance or excelience 
of the articles furnished. ‘The plan ia to form an-as- 
soclation, a joint stock company, modeled after one 
in suceessfal operation;iin London, with au actual 
capital of $250,000, consisting of 10,000 shares at 
$25 each. ~The association is to buy its 
materials direct from  mianufacturers, and to 
have them made up ander the supervision of 
competent and exverlenced persons, s0 that 
nothing will be. wasted, and nothing mneglected 
dane, the. very 
best of ite kind. Nobody will be allowed to avail 
herself of the peculiar advantages of the company 
except stockholders, who, in addition to the great 
saving, will. it is expected, get 6 per cont. on their 
investment, that being the rate obtained by stock- 
holders. in’ the London. association, . As New-York 
simply intends to do what Londom has been doing 
for years to the entire satisfaction ofall concerned, 
the scheme can: searcely. be regarded as an experi- 
ment, Prices of feminine apparel are very much 
deater here than in England, and the proportion of 
gain to its makers is far larger: Oonsequently, the 
indacement to eo-operation is materially increased 
on this side. No class of trades-folx begin to realize 
such profits as our milliners and mantua-makers, 

‘always count on ftom 25 to 50, and-often on 
from 50 to 150 per cent. The new. plan, if: carried 
out, mustseriousiy check their time-honored rapacity 
‘and compel them ultimately to restrict themselves 
to.something like reasonable profits, ‘The New-York 
company will, in all probability, be soon established, 
_ for many of the women interested are thoroughly 
practical; are intimately acquainted with the work- 
ings and all the details of the London association, 
"and are asing all their energies to the furtherance of 
the project. As everything favors it, and nothing is 
opposed, wemay reasonably hops for: sn early reform 
‘4 tals pockst-draining business. 


oe 
' Somebody. in ‘England is: preparing, arse 
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the copblers, rice-grinders, and fire-cracker | 
‘makers who wanted the office of pilot. They | dinacy 
‘all with one accord exclaimed that Ah Ming }- 
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